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Commercial FM
Filing Window Will Be
July 27 — August 12

The FCC has announced a filing window in Auction No.
62 for applications for new commercial FM stations on 172
vacant allotments. Short-form applications must be filed
electronically between noon Eastern Time on July 27 and 6:00
p.m. Eastern Time on August 12. A list of these 172 allot-
ments, including the minimum opening bid for each, is
found on page 2.

The short-form application is filed on Form 175 (which is
being redesigned before this filing window opens). Any num-
ber of allotments can be identified and requested on a single
Form 175. No Form 301 and no engineering exhibits are
required at this time unless an applicant wishes to specify a
specific transmitter site other than the reference site estab-
lished for the allotment in order to protect it. No filing fee is
due with filings made during the filing window.

Applicants should research and assess the feasibility of a
contintued on page 3

Supreme Court Declines
To Hear Appeal on
Ownership Limits

The Supreme Court has refused to disturb a lower court’s
decision that overturned most of the FCC’s 2003 ruling on
media ownership limits. Without comment, the Court denied
several petitions for certiorari filed by various broadcast and
publishing interests asking it to review the 2004 decision of
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit in Prometheus
Radio Project v. FCC, 373 F.3d 372 (374 Cir. 2004). The Third
Circuit had remanded substantial parts of the Commission’s
package of ownership rules adopted in its biennial regulatory
review in June, 2003 back to the FCC for further considera-
tion. The FCC's action on the remand order was essentially
suspended while awaiting the Supreme Court decision. The
net result now is that the FCC will have to undertake the
review upon remand and consider what modifications are
necessary to its original decision.

In its biennial review ruling, the FCC had amended the
rules concerning local television ownership to allow common
control of two stations in markets with five or more stations;
and common control of three stations in markets with 18 or

continued ont page 7

FM Allotment Process
To be Streamlined

New Petitions Frozen; Unrestricted

Settlements Accepted until September 19
The FCC is changing the procedure for amending
its FM Table of Allotments. Substantial revisions have
been proposed in Docket 05-210 with a recently adopt-
ed Notice of Proposed Rule Making. The proposed rule
amendments would also affect applications to change
the community of license for both FM and AM sta-
tions. Most of the substantive changes were suggested
in a 2004 Petition for Rulemaking filed by First
Broadcasting Investment Partners ("FBIP”) or in com-
ments filed by others in response to that Petition.

The first step in establishing a new commercial
FM station is to create an allotment for a specific fre-
quency at the desired community. The listing of all
such allotments is compiled in the FM Table of
Allotments, found in Section 73202 of the
Commission’s rules. Because the Table is a part of the
FCC’s rules, any addition or modification to the list of
allotments must be initiated with a formal petition for
rulemaking. The Commission invites public comment
on each proposal it receives. Frequently, mutually
exclusive counterproposals are submitted. Resolving

coptinued on page &
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