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Low Power FM Overhauled

Translator Processing Frozen

The FCC has adopted various revisions to its rules gov-
erning the low power FM service, and proposed others in the
Second Order on Reconsideration and Further Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking in Docket 99-25. The Commission says that it has
issued approximately 1,175 LPFM construction permits and
that approximately 590 stations are on the air. From the expe-
rience gained by dealing with these stations, from reconsider-
ation petitions filed earlier in this proceeding, and from pre-
sentations made at the Low Power FM Forum convened at
Commission headquarters on February 8, the FCC says that it
has gained an appreciation for the needs and opportunities of
the LPFM service that has guided it to make and/or propose
these amendments to the rules.

larifications and Changes Ad

Local Programming. As a part of the comparative selec-
tion process for choosing a winning applicant from among
mutually exclusive competitors, applicants for new LPFM sta-
tions can make a commitment to broadcast at least eight hours
per day of “local” programming. Station operators who made
that commitment in their applications are now required to ful-
fill it. For this purpose, programming is considered local if it
is produced within 10 miles of the station’s antenna site. The
Commission has clarified that covering a remote event oul-
side of that area would qualify as “local” if it also involved the
use of facilities within the 10- mile radius. On the other hand,
the agency said that time-shifting satellite-delivered program-
ming would not count toward that end because it does not
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Station Fined $5K
For Improper ID

Radio station KBOT, Pelican Rapids, Minnesota, is
the recipient of a Notice of Apparent Liability for
Forfeiture resulting from the FCC's findings that it
willfully and repeatedly broadcast station identifica-
tions that did not comply with the requirements of
Section 73.1201 of the Commission’s rules.

The rule mandates that the official station identifi-
cation shall consist of the station’s call letters immedi-
ately followed by the community of license. This official
identification announcement is to be broadcast at the
beginning and ending of each time of operation, and
each hour as close to the top of the hour as is feasible.

In September, 2004, the Commission’s Enforcement
Bureau investigated a complaint it received alleging
that since September, 2003, KBOT had been airing sta-
tion 1D announcements that substituted a promotional
message for the call letters and community of license.
The complainant said that she notified the station about
its failure to comply with the rule, but that the improp-
er announcements continued unabated.

In response to an inquiry letter from Commission
continued on page 7

‘Private Ryan’
Saved by Context

By a Memorandum Opinion and Order, the FCC has rejected
complaints filed by the American Family Association and oth-
ers concerning the broadcast of the feature film, “Saving
Private Ryan.” The ABC Television Network aired the movie
on November 11, 2004. The Commission’s Enforcement
Bureau had twice before vetted this motion picture and found
it to be acceptable for broadcast. However, due to the recent
flood of decisions from the Commission levying jumbo fines
for indecency in increasingly diverse circumstances, the film
proved to be controversial for broadcast this ime. Some 66
of the 225 affiliate stations of ABC declined to air it.

The complainants argued that the film is indecent because
it has dialogue featuring numerous four-letter expletives,
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