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DTV Channel
Election Filing Deadline
Is January 27

The FCC has set January 27, 2005 as the filing deadline for
elections for digital TV channels in the first round of the DTV
channel election and repacking process. Filers must use FCC
Form 382 to identify their choice of channels, and they must
subimit it electronically online.

Each eligible television station is to use this process to
select a channel in the core spectrum (channels 2 through 51)
for the permanent home of its digital operations after the end
of the digital transition. Stations eligible to participate in this
first round include those with both of their channels in the
core spectrum, those with one in-core channel and one out-of-
core channel, those with only one unpaired in-core channel.
Licensees with two in-core channels must decide which one to
keep for their permanent digital operation. Licensees with
one in-core channel may elect to keep the in-core channel, or
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Deadline Set for
Noncommercial FM
Amendments

Applicants in closed groups of mutually exclusive appli-
cations for new noncommercial FM and FM translator sta-
tions have been be waiting several years — some of them mare
than a decade - for the FCC to begin resolving their conflicts
and selecting winning applicants. The Commission has final-
ly given an indication that it is ready to begin evaluating
those groups to determine which applications should be
granted. In preparation for that process, the agency has
issued a Public Notice directing applicants to file amend-
ments, if necessary, to update information that would have
the effect of decreasing comparative standing relative to the
“snap- shot” date established for these applications, which

was June 4, 2001. These amendments must be filed on or

before January 21, 2005.

Under the new noncommercial comparative standards,
each applicant is obligated to report changes in point and
tiebreaker information that would decrease its comparative
position. Each applicant must also report any change that
affects its basic eligibility to be a broadcast permittee. Because
an applicant cannot improve its comparative position after

contimued on page 3

Last DBS License in
Auction 52 To Be
Restricted

The FCC has decided to restrict eligibility for the
last authorization to operate Direct Broadcast Satellite
(“DBS") services to be awarded in Auction 52. In
Auction 52, the Commission offered licenses to oper-
ate DBS facilities at 175" W.L., 166° W.L., 157" W.L. and
61.5" W.L. On July 14, 2004, Rainbow DBS won two of
these licenses - for 175" and 166°, each with 32 chan-
nels. Eschostar won the license for 29 channels at 1577
Because of the unique characteristics of the mosl east-
ern of these slots at 61.5% that authorization was sep-
arated from the others for special consideration. The
Commission invited further comment from the public.

Only two unassigned DBS channels remain at
61.5°. They are unique because they are the only
remaining unassigned DBS channels in the 12 Ghz
band available to the United States under the ITU
Region 2 Band Plan that can provide service to the
eastern continental United States with a sufficiently
high look angle so that the signal is not blocked by ter-
restrial obstructions. In contrast, all three of the
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